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Howell and Hoadly ; 


—- OR THE 
Church of England 
Crucified between two . 


INTRODHCTION 


OTHING is more deſtructive of the common 

Intereſt of Religion, than the learned Imperti- 
nence of thoſe who broach new Errors in the Church. 
Theſe are Heads of Factions in Religion, as Prime Mi- 
niſters and Court Politicians are in the State. 

It has indeed been the Fate of all Churches, and of 
none more than the Church of England, to have Secta- 
ries and Dividers break in upon the Eccleftaiticx Con- 
ſtitution, ſubverting Order and Government, and 
breaking in even upon her Doctrina! Foundations. 
But then the Church always found a way to clear her 
Hands of the Incumbrance by her Diſcipline; ſo that 
the Leaders of Error and Hereſies finding it impoſſible 
to avoid the juſt Cenſures of the Church, have had re- 
courſe to Violence, and ſet up Sects of their own, ſe- 
parating themſelves from the Body, and ſupporting 
their firſt Defection by farther Breaches in that Union, 
which it was their Duty to have preſerv'd. 

Thus Traytors, when they have in vain carry'd on 
their ſecret Conſpiracies, till they tee their Plots diſ- 


covered, and find themſelves in Danger of being ap- 
per- 


(4) 8 
prehended and brought 0 Juſtice, break ont. ip. ppen wir 
ebellion, and maintain by declared War, che Treaton rib! 
They had hatch'd in private. From hence ſprung all the to 
Diviſions, Schitms and Breaches in this Proteſtant chre 
Church (viz.) from new. Opinions ſtarted by warm! 
Heads, and carry'd on to open Breaches, Separation, | — 
and even to the ſetting up differing Churches, Altar 
againſt Altar, and Prieſt againſt Prieſt, one Schiſm on 
one Side, and another Schiſm on another Side, till even 
the Churctit ſelf has, by the Potency of Error, been of 2: 
brought into the greateſt Diſtreſs, and her Govern- the 


ment and Diſcipline has been funk into a State of De. th 
generacy, Inaction, and indeed to almoſt a pegfect De. 1 


bility for a Time. 
While theſe Wounds are as it were yet bleeding, or 
at leaſt, while the Scars of them remain, we have the 
Diſaſter to ſee the Church attack'd again in a manner, 
which if it be nat ſpeedily check'd, and the Mitchiets 
prevented, may in time prove more fatal and miſchie- 
mu to her Conſtitution, than all that ever went be- 
ore. by 
For when the Diviſions mention'd above began 2.“ 
mong us, the Church was vigorous and active, the 
Uniformtty of her Principles was perfect, and the had 
the Strength of the whole Nation in her Hand, by 
which the ſtood faſt and firm; and tho' the Differences 
prov'd great, and at laſt irreconcilable, yet the Church 
remaining unmoveable, caſt out thole that troubled 
her, and that ſeparated from her; the Enemy was 
known and open, and the had no more to do but to fi 
defend her Conſtitution. F664 
But now the Breach is of a different Nature, the 
Treaſon is within, and the Traytors are -her lecret 
Friends, nay, even her own Members; ſhe is divided 
againſt her ſelf, like the War in the Body between the 
Belly and Members, her Enemies are thoſe of her own 
Houſe, thoſe who ſhould Protect and Support her are 
the Betrayers of her Intereſt; her Leaders turn Leaders 
of Error and Fomenters of her Breaches, one pulls this 


way, and another that way; and while ſome rake oy 
I | Wit 
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n with Paul, and ſome with Apollos, the Body ſuffers ter- 
nll rible Convulſions, Principle and Practice go dread fully 
ef ro wreck, and the very Conſtitution of the Church 
ic chreaten'd with a ſudden and total Subverſion, 
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eu of the PRESENTS TRItE among Churchmen, whence 
nl 


the Warmth and Unchriſtian Heat with which theſ+ 


n- things are cariy d on, may be ſaid immediately to proceed. 
e- And a word of the Miſchief of that mijtaken Thing called 
25 5 

or H E Diſputes that at this time may particularly 
he be ſaid to afflict this Church are thele : 1. The 


er, Notion of a Schiſm being made in the general Unity, 
lief by the Defection of the Noxjurors from the Civj] Eſta- 
1c-M bliſhment,-rhey denying the Regal Supremacy to be in 
be- the preſent Sovereign, and by Conlequence the Eccle- 
I faaſtick Authority and Succeſſion of the preſent Bi— 
1 4- N ſhops, as not conſtituted by a lawful Power. 
the] This was not carry'd to its full height, however it 
had might be maintain'd by the diſpoſſeſſed Clergy, and 
by diſputed upon by the Learned, tho' miſtaken Mr, Dod- 
ices well, and others, till Dr. Hickes took it up; he was a 
xch Man of a great Character for Learning and ſtrictneſs of 
pled Ibis Converſation, and th on excepted, was really every 
was way valuable to good Men. Bur he was fo overwhelm'd 
t to Yin the Opinion which I am now upon, that he left be- 
hind him a kind of Conſtitution, a Syſtem of Ecclefi- 
the Thſtick Jacobiriim as a Foundation on which to charge 
he prejent Eſtabliſhment of the Church to be Schil- 
ided Inatical, and to be broken off from the real and true 
1 the [church of Exgland, which he affirm'd to be, and remain 
ow flenly in thoſe who had ſteadily adhered to their former. 
r are Ping; to whom, and to whoſe Race they pretend to 
aders e bound in the Obligation of the Oaths of Allegiance 
hen ſworn to, which no human Power could diſſolve, 
part fiſpenſe with, or diſcharge them from, 


with | This 


(6s) 
This Syſtem Mr. Howell, a Clergy-man alſo in the 
ſame Intereſt, takes up, and giving an Abſtract of it 


publiſhes a Defence of the Opinion it ſelf, thereby, 
making the Notion, and the Offence given by it, his 
own Act and Deed 3 which impolitick Step has in-] 


volv'd him perſonally in much Trouble, the Govern- 
ment taking hold of his Publication, to puniſh him 
as a Libeller of the State, as well as a Troubler of the 
Church, and he ires now in Priton under a heavy Sen- 
rence for the ſame: his Book is entitled, The Ceſe of 
Schiſm in th: Church of England truly ſtated. _ 

Before { enter upon the fecond Head of Diviſion, I 
think*tis needtul to lay down this precaution, as to the 
Intent and Meaning of thus ſtating and preſenting to 
your view theſe unhappy Subjects of Contention 
(viz.) thar I am not here entring into the Merits of 
the Cale on either Side; neither ſhall I ſo much as give 
my own Opinion in the Argument of one or other ; 
the Deſign of this Work being to ſhew not who is 
in the Right as to Notion, whole Opinion is Erroneoug 
and whote Orthodox; not, T ſay, 
that both are in the Wrong, and that the Publick Peace 
of this Church is in Danger of being entirely betray 
ed by the Contention 3 and this I do in order, if po 
ſible, to periwade Men to lay aſide their preſent Tempe 
of continued quarrelling About R-ligion, leaſt by De 
grees, they teach themlelves to quarrel At Religion. I 
has been the Opinion of wile Men in all Ages, that th 
Quarrels among religious Men, beſides the other Mil 
chiefs which have ordinarily attended them, have ha 
this conflant ill Conſequence attending them, (bis. 
that they have brought Religion it ſelf into Contempt 
and that more than all the other parts of human ill Co 
Conduct, nay more than even Vice and Immortalit 
generally ſpeaking, have been able to do: and the Rei 
fon is plain, Vice is commited as a Crime, expoſes l 
ſelk and the Perſons who are charg'd with it to dc. 
dal, and firſt or laſt, brings puniſhment from the G0 
vernment, who concern themſelves to diſcourage it Þ 
Laws, and good Magiſtrates to ſuppreſs it by ma 


horit 


who is in the Right, bu 
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thority. But religious Quarrels are always cover d Pre- 

hell tences of being in the Right, with loud Boaſts of Con- 
it ſcience, and that Miſtaken thing call'd Z E AL. This 
by is a fiery Hot thing, combuſtible in its Nature, and made 
his] uſe of by the Devil's Engineers to bombard Religion 
in-it ſelf, and ſet the Church on Fire: ZE AL has been 
rn-M the Firebrand of the World, has oyerturn'd more King- 
im doms, and ſpilt more Blood than Ambition, Revenge, 
theW and all the moſt furious Vices of Mankind. It was this 
en · ¶ made ꝓehu drive furioufly, and call People about him 
2 to bear Witneſs of his Hy pocriſy; Come ſee wy E AL 
for the Lord, It was this made Fezabel flay the Pro- 

„ IN phet of the Lord, and has been the Mother of all the 
the bloody Perſecutions Triſh and French Maſſacres, and re- 
ligious Murdersin the World. Itwas ZE AL lent all 
our Kings in former Days a ſauntering,1.e, a making 
War in Terra Sancta, or the Holy Land, to kill innocent 
Men only, becaule they liv'd in Fudez 3 where yet we 
did not care to live our elves, and from whence we 
had no juſt Right to remove them. Z E AL hurry d 
Iten Millions of Men to lay their Bones in that remote 
Country, upon a mere ſham pretence of Religion, or 
at leaſt a miſtaken Notion of it, to diſpoſſeſs the Ene- 
mies of God of that Country: which nevertheleſs, had 
they read the Scripture, they would have found that God 
himſelf had refolved ſhould not be done; and that his 
People having offended him, That Land ſhould be 4 Deſola- 
tion, and that the Enemies ſhould dwell thereon, Levit. 26. 
31. ZE AL has kindled innumerable Civil Wars, 
raiſed Feuds among Friends, Envy among Brethren, 
na Tyranny among Princes, and Rebellion among Sub- 
© jects ; and it is a general Obſervation which few 
will deny to be juſt, (viz.) that no Contention has 
been ſo fatal, no War ſo bloody, no Battel ſo furious, 
as thoſe fought in the Quarrels of Religion, and ani- 
_ mated by the pretended ZEAL of the Parties, ac- 

cording to Hudihras. 775 | 


Zeal makes Men Fight like mad or drunk, 
Fer Dame Religion, as for Pur. 


Upog 


($I 
Upon the account of this inraging Principle it is, 
that religious Differences are ſo generally fatal to Reli. 


gion it ſelf, becauſe they drive Men into {ich Extreams de 
of Fury, Rage, Revenge, and in fo unchriſtian a man- be 
ner, ratſe and exaſperate their Spirits, as carry them W to 
beyond the reach of Principle, and out of the Power chi 
of being influenced by Reaſon or Religion; and there. bre 
fore it is that the Scripture fays expreſly, that the Hao 
Wrath of Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God, the 
To bring this home to our prefent Cale, I may ay. MW wh 
peal ro any Man who has obterved the Conduct of our f 
religious Feuds to tell me, if there is not an irreconcila. h. 
ble, uncommon Spirit of Rage and Fury between the M* hi 
two contending Parties in the Caſe above-mention'd, M* th 
ſuch as is not ordinarily ſeen, and which were it to /ci 
come to blows, would perhaps draw Blood with fo 
more Guit and Appetite to flaughter, than in moſt Pro. in 
reſtant Quarrels that ever have been in the World. 4: 
2. The ſecond religious Quarrel which at preſent di- to 
ſtracts this Church, is the Controverſy ſer on foot Su 
by the Writings of a certain Biſhop, now executing E Co 
pi ſcopal juriidiction in this Church; if the Teſtimony we 
not only of Particular Writers, who have oppoſed him, eit. 
may he credited; but if the Opinion of the whole A. ©/4 
ſembly of Divines, 2% uſe an unpleaſant Word, met toge- We 
ther in the Provincial Synod, or Convocation of the wo 


Province of Center; J iay, if their Opinion may be . of « 
accepted and be eſteem d of Value, this certain Biſhop Ain 


has diveſted the Church of all her Authority; their J For 
Words are theſe: | 4 s { 
II the Doctrine contain'd in theſe Paſſages be ad. tho! 
mitted, their neither is, ner hath been, ſince our Sa.. - p 

ut! 


* our's Time, any Authority in the Chriſtian Churc, , 44 
in matters relating to Conſcience and Salvation ;fio . 1648 
even in the Apoſtles themſelves: but all Acts of Go Par! 
--yernment in iuch Caſes, have been an Invaſion ©: ' Ipok 
«© Chrijt'SAuthority,and an Uuſurpation upon 1115 king I fa 


dom. | i zumer 

I do not enquire, whether the Biſhop's new Syſten * 

of Divihity, for ſuch it may ſeem by thele * hing; + I 0 
43 9 = ele? 


lelves, 


| | 3» : : 
deſerve ſuch a Cenfure, or whether what he advances 
be right or Wrong ; the End of this Diſcourſe is not 
to determine the Controverſy, but to ihew the Mit; 
chief done to the Church, of God by thoſe who haye 
brought ſuch a. Controveriy upon the Stage. Neither 
do I enquire whether the Doctrines and Poſitions of 
the Biſhop are ſuch as may be ſupported or not, and 
whether it be true or nor, as he alledges, (v.) 
As the Church of Chrijt is the Kingdom of Chriſt, He 
© himleif is King: and in this it is implyed, that He is 
* himlelf the ſole Law-giver to his Subjects, and himſelf 
the fole Fudge of their Behaviour, in the Affairs of Con- 
ſcience and Eternal Salpition. And in this Senſe there- 
fore, Eis Kingdom is not of this World; that He hath, 
in thoſe Points, left behind Him, no viſible humane 
Authority; no Picegerents who can be laid properly 
to ſupply his Place ; no Interpreters, upon whom his- 
Subjects are abſolutely to depend; no Fudges over the 
Conſciences or Religion of his People. For if this 
were ſo that any ſuch abloJure Vicegerent Authority, 
either for the making New Laws, or interpreting 
014 Ones, or judging his Subjects, in Religious Matters, 
were lodged in any Men upon Earth; the Conſequence. 
would be, that what ſtill retains the Name of the Church 
of Chriſt, would not be the Kingdom of Chriſt, but the 
Kingdom of thoſe Men, veſted with ſuch Authority. 
For, whoever hath ſuch an Authority of making Laws, 
is fo far a King: and who ever can add new Laws to 
thoſe of Chriſt, equally obligatory, is as truly a King 
as Chriſt himlelf is: Nay, whoever hath an Abſolute 
Authority to Interpret any written or ſpoken Las; 
it is He, who is truly the Law-giver, to all Intents and 
Pur poſes; and not the Perſon who firſt wrote or 
poke them. > ng 7 85 | n ; 
I fay, I do not enquire into the Validity of theſe Ar- 
guments on one Side or other, tho“ it be neceflary to ſtare 
them, and lay down a Sketch of them, as they are pub-; 
liſh'd on both fides ; bur the Deſign of this Work is to 


Z 


enquire of the Good or Evil, of the Diſputes them- 
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lelves, of which in the next Section at large 
E SE 
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Of Diviſions :n the Church, with ſome Obſervations from 
the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, when religious Diſferences were 
fatal to Religion it felt ; and an Equin, whether it; 

not alike Dangerous at this Time, or perhaps much more? 
With a Parallel drawn between the Story of Theophilus 
the Biſbop, and the Convocation of Egypr, and the 2 
Story of Biſhop Benjamin, and the Convocation at Welt. 
minſter. 


"T*Fachers of Error in Religion, are like ſpeaking 
Members in the Houſe of Commons, who are 

the Leaders of other Mens Votes, and carry Parties in 

the State, as the other do Proſelytes in the Church. 

When theſe Teachers, as above, broach new and er. 
roneous Opinions, they always draw in Crowds to 
maintain them, as rich Men find Nurſes to bring up 
their Baſtards, not enquiring whether they are legęiti- 
mate Children or no: for Example, | 

If a Hicks in the Church broaches Opinions in Pre. 
judice of the Revolution and preſent Settlement, ſtrip. 
ping the Eccleſiaſtick Hierarchy of its ancient Suppor- 
rer, ny the Regal Supremacy, and overthrowing all 
the Foundations of the Government and Authority. in 
the Church, founded on that Eftabliſhment, he ſhall 
not want 4a Howell, who at the utmoſt Hazard, and in 
Contempt of the Danger, ſhall eſpouſe his Quarrel, and 
carry on that Notion in an open Impeachment of the 
Conſtitution, and by ſuffering for his Opinion, ſhall 
beget a Reverence even for his Name. 

It a H—)h on the other hand, ſer up to ſtrip the 
Church of the Pontificate, and to leave her no Autho- 
rity, but what every private Perſwaſion is to be ſupe- 
rior to; if he broaches forty Errors, and ſupport them 
all by the Countenance and Protection of powerful 
Factions, whether in Court or elſewhere, he {hall not 
want Heads or Hands to ſupport him, and to carry on 
his Errors, 

Nay, 
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Nay, the very Enemies of the Church wiſely buſy 
themſelves to find out, ſet up, and encourage ſuch 
Champions, and ſtand by to prompt and ſet them on, 
that there may never want Strife and Contention to 
agitate the ſerious Profeſſors of Religion, and deſtroy 
the Peace of the Church. 

The Truth of this is apparent to every conſidering 
Perſon, and will be more conſpicuous, if we conſider, 
how even in this little Controverſy fo newly begun, 
yet as it were in its Infancy, and but juſt ſtarted into 
the World; we ſee already the whole Nation, as it were, 
entirely embark d; the Co t againſt the Church, the 
Church againſt the Co- t; the Convocation againſt 
the Biſhop, the Biſhop againſt the Convocation ; the 
Upper Houſe againſt the Lower Houſe, the Lower Houfe 
againſt the Upper Houſe ; in a word, the Clergy them- 
ſelves againſt the Clergy themſelves ; Principle againſt 
Practice, Practice againſt Principle; one pulling down 
the Regal Authority, another the Ecclefiaſtick Autho- 


. rity ; and is all this for the Service of the Church? Is 
it poſſible, that Men can pretend this is the way to ſup- 


port the Church, propagate the Intereſt of Religion, 
or encreaſe the Reverence which Men ought to enter- 
tain in their Minds for the publick Order and Govern- 
menr of rhe Church ? or rather, is it not the immedi- 
ate and moſt direct Method to bring all Religion into 
Contempt, to leſſen and diſcourage Piety and Devo- 
tion, and let in Confufion and Irreligion into, and 
ſpread it over the whole Kingdom? 

That it has been thus in former Ages, Hiſtory is full 
of Examples; in all which it appears, that Diſputes of 
the moſt indifferent Things have been the Beginnings 
of unknown and boundleſs Diviſions, Breaches and 
Schiſms in the Church, to the Ruin of Charity and 
Peace, and the great Obſtruction of the Progreſs of Re- 
ligion in the World. | | . 

In the firſt Ages of the Church, what an almoſt in- 
credible Breach, and how fatal to the Advancement of 
the Chriſtian Faith, was the Diſpute among the Fa- 


thers themſelyes, about the Time of the Obfervetron 
| | O\ 
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of Eaſter, infomuch; that whole Churches, and in ſome 
Places whole Nations of Churches refuſed Communion 
with one another, about that one Trifle, as I may « 
it, compared to its Conſequences ? Nay, Victor Biſhop o 
Rome excommunicated all the Churches of Ala, that 
kept the Feaſt of Eaſfer on the Fourteenth Moon, for 
not conforming to his Account, which appointed it to 
be kept always on a Sunday, as being the firſt Day o 
the Week, on which our Lord was riſen. On the o. 
ther hand, Tenzus Biſhop of Lyons, tho' he held not 
with the Biſhop of Aſt, yet wrote a ſharp Reproof to 
the Biſhop of Rome, for his contentious Spirit, and ur 

ed, as might well be now repeated to our modern Bi. 
Trop and Clergy on both Sides, to ſcek rather thoſe 
things which concern'd Peace, Love and Unity, be- 
tween Brethren x. The ſame Antiquiry furniſhes us 
with this Obſervation, concerning the firſt Content 
ons among Chriſtians +, The Church being once di- 
* vided, reſted not in the firſt Diviſions, but ſuch as 
* were ſevered into ſundry Sects and Schiſms, laments 
e bly fell from their Fellows, and upon light and ti 
* fling Occaſions, continually diſagreed among them- 
« ſelves. Again, ſpeaking of the Diviſions among the 
Arians and others, we have a like Obſervation, ++ * The 
* Controverſy was not of Religion, but of Primacy 
© belike it was between two Biſbops, they ſtrove whether 
of them ſhould be chief. Infignificant Trifle !.as to 
Religion in general; and yet it divided whole Nati 
ons; for the Gorhs went with Agapius, the Greeks with ſt. 
Marinus; and what was the Conſequence ? The Hiſto- th 
Tian ſays expreſly, © Many percciving the Ambition,Wen 
the Rancor and Malice of the Perſons contending, for-ſWco 
© ſook their Opinion, and joyn'd with the Faith of ov re: 
* Subſtance. Now the Moral of the Quotation is the] tai 
ſame, were the Parties on what Side ſoever, Arian or by 
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* Euſebius Eccleſ, Hiſt. lib. 5. cap. 23. 

+ Soc. Scholaſt. 11h. 5. cap. 22. 

++ Socrat. Scholaſticus, lib. 5. cap. 21. ; 
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(13) 
orthodox, (viz.) That the Conſequence of Diviſions in the 
church was in Many, that they forſook the Faith it ſelf. 

The like ridiculous and yet fatal Contention hap- 
pen'd among the Clergy in the Time of the Emperor 
Arcadius ; the Roman Empire being then in its declin- 
ing Condition, and the Church in great Danger alſo 
from the Inundations of the Goths, and other Nations 
of Barbarians, as well as from the Fury of pri vate Facti- 
ons and Rebellions 1n the State, Even in this Time of 
publick Danger did the Clergy, and with them whole 
Nations alſo enter into that ſtupid ſenceleſs Diſpute, 
and into dreadful Breaches and Diviſions about it, 
(viz.) Whether God was 10 be conceiv d of as having a Body, 
and tha: this Body was after the Likeneſs and Form of Man? 
This Strife came it ſeems, to that height, that the 
Clergymen of Egypt had murder'd Theophilus Biſhop of 
Alexandria, for refuſing to acknowledge God the Fa- 
ther in the Shape of an Old Man, had he not relin- 
quiſh'd his Orthodox Opinion, and ſubmitted to them 
with .a Baſeneſs, which rendred him afterwards very 
conternptible. 12 ä | 

I cannor take the preſent-Controverſy between the 
Biſhop and the Convocation, to have much Difference 
in the Importance of it to the Church, from that between 
Th:opbilus, the Biſhop of Alexandria, and the Clergy of 
Egypt 3 you may call them the Convocation of Egypt, if you 
fleafe : Their Diſpute, as a learned Man oblerved upon 
it tome Ages ago, tended rather to confound and de- 
ſtroy Religion, than to promote and excite it. And 
the like may be ſaid now : There was no Neceſſity of 
enquiring into the Ideas we were to form in the Mind 
concerning God, as whether he was to be ſuppoſed to 
retain a Shape, or Form, or Subſtance ? ſeeing we are 
taught by the Chriſtian Religion, to know him only 
by the Works of his Power and Mercy, which give 
the greateſt, and beſt, and moſt glorious Ideas of his 
being, ſo we are forbid to repreſent him by any 
Image.—In like manner, of what Sjgnification is it 
to us, as to Religion and eternal Salvation, to enquire 
what Power, of what Authority Chriſt has left be- 
hind 


(14) 
hind him in his Church >? If any Man uſurp an Autho. 
rity which God has not given him, the Invaſion be 
upon him: This we know, that if any Man in the 

hurch exerciſes the Power and Authority which he 
has received for good Purpoſes; if any Man, I ſay, ft 
exerciſes it for a bad Purpoſe, or to do Evil, we knoy 
by that Token, that his Power is not of God; for 
God gives no Power to be exerciſed to do Evil, or ty 
promote the doing Evil in others, = . 

On the other hand, what Advantage can Strife and ] 
Contention bring to the Church of God? What doe 
it leſs or more, but bring Religion into Contempt, n 
and weaken the Hands of all thoſe who are concern 
in the Church's Intereſt, and in the great Work of 
ſpreading Religion through the World, by expoſing q 
them to the juſt Roproaches of the Enemies of Religion p 
in general? In a word, theſe are ſome of thoſe Thing © 


which make the Ways of God be evil ſpoken of, and 15 
which diſcourage Men from embracing the Chriſtia I © 
Religion, as they would otherwiſe do; for they bring af 10 


ill Report upon the Work they are engaged in, and make « 
People think Religion is a doubtful thing, which thoe , 
who are the very Teachers and Inſtructors of do na II. 
rightly underſtand, but are always quarreling and cons 
tending about. => Eh 

Was ever a Controverſy of this kind carry'd this 
length ? what can there be in it thus to embroil a whole 
Nation, and embark a whole Society of Men of Letten 
init? The Conſequence of all this can be nothing mort, _ 
or leſs, than expoſing themſelves to the Scorn and Con... - 
tempt of all good Men, and the Church of England to th 
Scandal of being the moſt divided Society of Chriſtiats 
in the World; except it be, that there are Reaſonst0 
believe that the Strife alſo will encreaſe, till perhap! 
the Conſtitution of the Church may be mortally wounl 
ed by it; and if it be entirely overthrown, the Crint 
will be theirs who have been the Cauſe of all this nee 

leſs Contention. 


( 15 ) 


no- | S 

be | | 
the A ſerious Enquiry into what juſtifiable ground there is at 
he this Time for all the Contention which has happen'd in the 
lay, i Church, whether upon the ſuggeſted SCHisM, or upon the 
OW Queſtion of Authority in the Church, and whether they are 
for nor One the Conſequence of the Other. 

rt0 : 


T is a very juft Enquiry, and what ſeems natural to 
every unbyals'd Perſon to make, eſpecially after they 
does I have ſeen what Confuſions theſe things run us into, 
nyt, Wl what juſtifiable ground there is for all this Strife ? 

And here that I may diſtinguiſh right, and not be 
k-of MW miſtaken either on one Side or other, I defire my Rea- 
oling ders to keep to the word juſtifiable; for any one can 
Sion affign the ordinary grounds of the Quarrel, and it is eaſy 


ning to fix them in the contentious divided Temper of our 
„ an N civil Parties, ſuch as Nonjurorsand Jurors, High-Church 
iſtian and Low; but it will be wondrous hard to make out, 
ng — that theſe are juſtifia ble Grounds. 

make 


Some undertake to link this Controverſy to that be- 
thoſe tween the Nonjurors and the preſent Revolution-Eſta- 
o nat bliſhment of the Church, which according to Dr. Hicks's 
d con Conſtitution is Schiſmatical, and a breaking off from 
JCatholick Unity; and theſe Men perhaps for want of 
*d th being able to ſhew ſufficient Reaſons for it in our ſelves, 
Whcke f load the Nonjurors with the Crime, and tell us that the 
Lettelſ Aſſault made upon the Church by Dr. Hicks, Mr. Howell, 
and their Party, has obliged the Biſhop of Bangor to en- 
ter into a more nice Diſquiſition of Ecclefiaſtick Autho- 
rity, than otherwiſe was ever intended; but that this 
Inade it neceſſary. 
Others, on the contrary ſay, that Dr. Hicks and the 
Biſhop, tho' differing the uttermoſt Extream in their 
oriſequences, as they do in the Political Principles, yet 
oin and ſay much the ſame Thing, with reſpect to their 
ppoſition to the Regal Supremacy, and to the modern 
AN ſo they call it) of JESUSCHRIST being the 
nly King and Head of his Church, and ſole Law-giver, 
SEG) udge and Interpreter; and that it is moſt eaſy to bring 
Dr. 


(116 ) 
Dr. Hicks's and the. Biſhop's Words to mean the ſame 
thing, tho' they apply them two ways, as contraryas Þ 
Light and Dark, and as oppoſite as the Poles. 1 
Now thus far I will ſay in this Caſe, that tho' 1 oo 9 
not allow Dr. Hicks and the Biſhop to mean the tame EF! 78 | 
Thing, any more than they aim at the fame End; yet that | 


as there 15 lo great a Handle given to the Nonjurors, by #, L 

the very Argument the Biſhop uſes, that however he, Pe 
the Biſhop, may by his extraordinary Skill, turn it di. 3 
rectly againſt the Nonjurors, yet they want no Skill to — 
make it leem to their Advantage in the vulgar Arguings, k — 


and to mean Underſtandings. For, ſay they, if ſelus W 55x 
Chriſt be the only King and Head of his Church, which Ss 
is his Kingdom; if he is the ſole Law-giver,the ſole Judge br 1 
and Interpreter of his own Laws; if he has left no Vice. K by | 
gerent, no Authority behind him to ſupply his Place: . 
Then, ſay they, all the Authority exerciled in the Church ** 
to depole the Biſhops and Clergy, the immediate Sub- ſor 
jects and Officers in Chriſt s Kingdom (his Church) is ac- Gb. 
cording to the Biſhop an Ulurpation upon Chriſt Je. R p 
ſus his only Kingſhip and an Invaſion of his Auto- e 
rity. | | | 
This is the Argument thoſe Men ufe, who are, I ſay, in 
the Intereſt of the Nonjurors: All the uſe I make of it is 
this; that albeir we may effectually clear the Biſhop 
from any Retroſpect towards Jacobitiſm, that the Strain 
of his Arguments run clear another way; yet it may be 
much a propo to the Subject I am upon at preſent, to en- 
quire modeſtly, whether there being a ſeeming Onenels 
of Argument, and that it may be ſoeafily turn d to mean 
the ſame thing with the Jacobites; or if it be no more 
than this, that it is the ſame thing from which they draw 
Inferences to the Advantage of their Cauſe: whether 
then it had not been better that luch Things had been 
let alone at this Time, tho the Bifhop himſelf may hae 
no View that way, and not the leaſt Intention to en- jj 
courage thoſe that have? 5 
All the juſtifiable ground J have yet heard any one pre 
tend to for this Argument at this Time, was, that it wts 
thought neceſſary to lay this down as a Theſis, to eſtabli 


che Minds of thoſe Great Men, who were ſoon after to 
enter upon a'great Debate, upon the Repealing thoſe 


Statutes which ſome People among us call at this Time 


Brievances, and Oppreſſions upon Conſcience. 


Whether thoſe Men give. theſe harſh Epithets to thoſe 


. Laws which formerly they had other Notions of, from a 


Political or a conſcientious Principle, is not for me to 


end uire, much leſs to determine; tho' as ſome of the Per- 
ſonsare the ſame who formerly gave their Votes with 
particular Earneſtneſs for the making thoſe Laws, and 


give us this Occafion to queſtion their Sincerity, (viz.) 


that they never yet {hewed us that they diflik*'d the Laws 
themſelves, or had alter'd their Judgment concerning the 
Expedience of them till now, that they are engag'd in a 
Party-Intereſt, which ſeets to have an Occaſion for it. 


But to leave theſe Reflections to Time, and the Per- 


ſons to their Cooler Thoughts, I cannot but inſiſt on 


what J ſaid before, (vi z.) that I think we have much 
Rea ſon to ſay, chat the Neceſſity is not equal to the 


| miſchievous Conſequence of the Thing it ſelf, and that 

"this Ditputets fo far in it ſelf very unſeaſonable. 
Nor will I conftne my; Obfervation ſo as to make it 
in the leaſt Partial; for I will not ſay, but that after it 
had been ſtarted in the World, it had ſtill been happy, 
had it ſtop'd with the Biſhop, or with the Biſhop and 
Dr. Snape; and that the Convocation letting it all ſleep 
among the many other Opinions and Notions advanc'd 


in the World, which tho they approve-as ill as they do 
this, they are oblig'd to let alone, and ſuffer to be ſpread 
among a divided erroneous People, becauſe they cannot 


SER: | 

So that upon the whole, we find it very hard to aſſign 
any juſtifiable ground;either for beginning or carrying 
on to ſuch a height, a Diſpute of ſuch a Nature as will be 


lure to divide the whole Church, and more or leſs be a 
Bone of Contention and Strife among the People, to 
the Scandal even of the Reformation ittelf,' -' 

Again, as the Grounds of this new Contention are 
not juſtifia ble in themſelves, ſo thoſe very Things, wiich 
on other Occaſions 3 ſeemꝭ d to juſtjfy them be- 
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(6 
fore, render them the more unjuſtifiable now; I mean, 
the Conſequences; which at this Time more than at. 
another, attend a Diſpute of this Nature; which leads 
directly to the laſt Head, and which indeed, like the Ap- 

plication of the Text, is the chief Reaſon of this Di- 


courſe SEQT. V. 


Of what may probably be. the Conſequences of theſe religinus © 
3 and where it is likely to end. Je rel ; 


I is hard to aſſign all the perniciousConſequencesof Þ 
ſuch a Contravetſy as this, at this Time; and I fayt 
this Time, becauſe really it is rather the Time of the 
Controverly than any great Weight there is in what has 
been yet ad Vyanc d, that makes it pernicious to the pub- 
lick Peace. For r,, ors ee 
1. Like the reft c Fopy private Quarxels, of which there = 
are innumerable Inſtances, it will certainly run all into 1 
our Party Breach, and thereby widen, the Gap, at which che 
eternal Miſchiefs daily enter, rendering that happy the 
Reconciliation which a publick Ad of Grace gavefone WM on 
hopes of among the People, perfectly remot and out of a 
View. It is not an ill Improvement which a certain of 
Pamphlet, whoſe Author I join heartily with, tho [WW me 
know him not, has made upon the Notion. of a Ge. Ar | 
neral Pardon; (viz.) That ir iSan Act of Oblivion; Bil) 
© and that as it ſhows the KING willing to ſhew Mere 0 
to his Enemies, and reconcile all his People himſelf; o and 
it ought to reconcile his People one to another: Thr ; 
© cannot be perfect in its own Nature if it does not bu oft 
in Oblivion all our privite Animoſities, Feuds, and bre. ca. 
judices one at another, reconcile our Differences, andi ci ol 
* cauſe our Breaches to heal; and that it is the eſpeciſ eve 
* Duty of his Majefty's Subjects, who value the Intereiſſ - . 
© of their native Country, or the Safety of Religon, ti f, 55 
* exhort,one another to Peace and friendly, quiet, neig- the 
* bourly living one with another as the only way o x... 
e make the General Pardon uſeful to them, and to hae 
< jt anſwer the great Ends for which ſucha Thing 0 , : 
. 7 
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* tended, and the only way to bring God's Bleſſing a- 


1 gain among us. IE this be our Duty, it muſt be a Re- 


proach upon all that ha ve a hatid in the beginning or car- 
rying on ſuch Controverſiesas theſe, or indeed any other 
Controverfies which tend to embroiling and diſtracting 
the People, and to keeping open thoſe Breaches which 
the Royal Clemency ſo much defires to heal: And let 
this fall where it will, Lam free to ſay, that as ſtarting 
ſuch Diſputes as theſe neceſſarily engages the People in 
| new Controverfies, dividing them one from another, 
and breaking in upon that Harmony, Charity and Peace 
4 which is the Gloryof Chriſtianity, and the ineſtimable 
Bleſſng of a Nation; ſo far they are hateful to all peace- 
ably diſpoſed Chriſtians, and to all that underſtand 
and wiſh well to the Publick Intereſt, whether of KN 
or People; and the Perſons who do this, whether it be 
through Ignorance or wilful Deſign of Evil, are ſo 
far Enemies to their Country. 
It is the unhappineſs ofour preſent Circumſtances, that 
we are ſo divided in the main Affair of Politicks and 
Matters of Civil Government, that it is impoſſible now 
that any popular Queſt ion can be ſtated among us, but 
the People run into the Controverſy by Parties; all of 
one Party in Politicks take one Side of the Queſtion, 
and all of the other Party in Politicks, take the other Side 
of the Queſtion, and ſo overwhelm the religious Argu- 
ments ſtill with the Clamour and Noiſe of their Party- 
Arguments, that it is no more 4 Queſtion between the 


: Biſhop and the Doctor, or between the Biſhop and 


the Lower Houſe of Convocation ; but between W hig 
and Tory, High Church and Low Church. 
And what is the Conſequence of all this? Truly one 
of the Conſequences are, that the Fury, for I cannot 
call it Zeal, of Parties drowns all the Conicience of brin- 
| Ciple or Zeal for Religion. Be the Biſhop's Argument 
| everſojuſt, ſo well founded, ſo capable of Demonſtration, 
| lo agreeahle to the Scripture, ſo eſſential to Religion, as 
ſome ſay it is; yet it ſhall not weigh on one Side againſt 
the Force of Party. Or be the Biſhop's Argument an 


"WY Encouragement to Phanaticiſm, a Support to Nonjurors, 


nay, 
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nay, 2 Vindication of all kinds of Separation from the 
Church, yet it weighs not, on the other Side, againſt 
the Force of Parte. 1 Ke i 
While then ſuch an Argument is certain to have ſuch 
Conſequences, and to run ſo univerſally into our Par. 
ty Quarrels, what ſerious Chriſtian who had at Heart 
his Country's Peace, the Safety of Religion, or the In. 
tereſt of the Goyernment, could ſatisfy himſelf to en. 
gage the Nation in ſuch Quarrels about Religion, as 
muſt widen thoſe Breaches, which all good Men are now 
10 defirous to heal. | SHLD 16, . 
2. It is a. Confideration not at all unworthy of the 
greateſt Prelate, or the greateſt Body of Prelates, whe. 
ther this Diſpute as it is apparent, ittboth IS, and by 
the Neceſſity of our preſent Circumſtances, as to Tem- 
per, will be carry'd on, does not tend to bring Religion 


9 


into Contempt ; and eſpecially, whether ir does more 1 
particularly tend to expoſe the Church of England © 
to the Reproach of all her Enemies, whether Popiſh or 5.4 
Anti-prelatick, as having for ſo many Ages acted in op- « 
poſition ro what is now {aid to be her Scripture Rule, e Þ 
and to have exerciſed an Authority which ſhe had 'y 
no Warrant for in Scripture; but on the contrary; has 

uſurp'd upon the Soveraignty of Chriſt ſeſus, invaded © ff 
his reſerv'd Power, and made ute of thoſe Weapons m 
which were never lawfully put into their Hands? 20 


It this is true, and that theſe Things tend to raiſe e.. 
proach upon the Church, or upon the Clergy of the he 
Church, with what Faceof Affection to the Church's In. WW © 7, 
tereſt, can theſe Men he ſaid to Act, who hurry us into a © M. 
Strife, which at all Times, but at this Time more than en 
ever, is of ſuch fata! Conſequence. | © an, 

z. Wherher another Conlequence of this Diſpute will N oc: 
not be tne raiſing up Enemies at Home againſt the WM are 
Church it ſelf, and againſt the eflential Branches of her Em 
Conftiturion, and not to enter here into the Enquiry, Let 
whether the Diicipline and Government of the Church, Mc bye 
he ing 1mpeach'd by her own Members, is not an Fncot. Wl (tio; 
nag ment to the i.nemies of the Church, to arraign her 
of Treaſon and Uſurpation againſt Jeſus Chrift. her 
King and licad: I ſay, not to enter here into an Fn 
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quiry that may provoke any to pretend to oppeſe, I 
refer the Biſhop and Convocatiot, of which nis Lord- 
ſhip is a Member, to a virulent Libel, publiſh'a by a 
Scots Presbyterian very lately, ad upon this only 
Account, openly arraigned not this Convocation only, 
but all Convocations of the Clergy of the Church oi 
England, as uſeleſs, dangerous, and fatal to Religion; 
and this at the very fame tim : when a Convocation, or 
National Aſſembly of Presbyteriaas in Scotland was 
actually fitring*and acting; and this is very particular 


and worth Obſervation. I referr you to the Libeller's 
own Words, as follows: 


Letter upon Convocations. 
S FR; May 22. 1717. 


0 OUR Papers in Relation to the Procecding of 
It be Convocation, being generally approv'd by thoſe 


ho are Friends to our preſent Eſtabliſhment in 


Church and State, I have tranſcrib'd the inclos'd 
© Paflages, as believing they may deſerve a Place in 
your Paper at this Time. | | 

some Men think they cannot pay too great a De- 
© ference to the Authority of the Holy Synods of for- 
mer Times, Tho' in Truth, there is Scarce any Thing 
(As the judicious Dr. Wake obterves) in Antiquity - 
* which either more expoſed our Chriſtian Profeſſion 


'© hererofore.or may more delerve our ſerious Confide- 


© ration at this Day, then the Violence, the Paſſion. the 
© Malice, theFaleſ-nefs,and the Oppreſſion which reign- 

* ed in moſt of thoſe Svnods held by Conſtantine firft, 
© and after him hy the following Emperors, upon the 

© Occafion of the Controverſy about Religion. Bitter 
© are the Complaints: which we are told that erexr 

Emperor made of them. The Byrbarians ſave be, in « 
Letter to one of them) for fear of us worſhip God, 
© bue we mind what only tends to Hatred, to Diſſen- 
tion; in one Word, to the Deitruction of Mankind. 


The 
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* The Writers of the 4th and 5th Centuries (as the 
Biſhop of Sarum acknowledges) give us diſmal] Re. 
preſentations of the Corruptions of their Times; and 
the ſcandalous Inconſtancy of the Councils of thoſe 
Ages, is too evident a Proof of what we find ſaid by 
the good Men of thoſe Days; but Things fell lower 
and lower in ſucceeding Ages. It was an amazing 
Thing in the very Office of conſecrating Biſhops, Ex. 
aminations are order'd concerning thoſe Crimes, the 
very mention of which gives Horror. ( 
If the early Councils were none of the beſt, thoſe 
which ſucceeded them became worſe, and never left , 
undermining the Chriſtian Religion, till, by degrees, | 
they deſtroyed the Eſſence of it, and in its Place in- 
troduc'd Popery, which cannot be deny'd to be al] 
Prieſt-craſt from the Beginning to the End; or, to 
make Ule of Andrew Marvel's Words, © Popery is the 
molt infolent Attempt upon the Credulity of Man. 
kind, and Abſtract of whatever is moſt ridiculons 
and impious in other Religions, incorporated with 
peculiar Abſurdities of its own 3 and all this deli. 
berately contriv'd, knowingly carried on, by the 
bold Impofition of Prieſts, and under the Name of 
Chriſtianity. | 
* Tho' ſuch Aſſemblies were not aboliſhed in Ex. 
land upon the Reformation, yet their Power was 1» 
curtail'd by Act of Parliament, that they could not 
attempt any Thing without the King's Licence firſt ob- 
tin d. And whether ſome Attempts of late, with- 
out ſuch a Licence, have not involv'd certain Per. 
* fons in a Premunire, is not my Buſineſs to enquire; 
and yet as much as their Power is cramp'd, no ſmal 
Number of the moſt eminent of them very ingeni. 
* ouſly confeſs, Thas ſuch Afembli:s are not much for tht 
« Advantage of Religion. That the late excellent Arch. 
© biſhop (Iillotſon) was of this Opinion, the Author of 
* the Letter 10 the Convocation-Man will bear me \V 1tnels, 
* and the pretent Biſhops are cenſur'd by the High. 
flyers, as coneurring in the ſame Sentiments. Anl 
© Dr. Wake expreily declares, That nothing * 
. 11 
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Day preſerves us from Ruin and Deſolation, but that 
we (the Clergy) have not Power of our ſelves to do 
the Church a Miſchief.” And the Prince, who ſees 
too much of our Temper, is too gracious to us, *”.. 
© has too great a Concern for the Church's good, to 
4 ſuffer us to do it. And indeed what good can be ex- 
« pected from the Meeting of Men, When their Paſſions 
© are (as the ſaid great Prelate ſays) let looſe, and their 
© Minds diſorder'd, when their Intereſts and Deſigns, 
their Friends and their Parties; nay, their very 
* Judgments and Principles lead them different Ways; 
and they agree in nothing ſo much as being very 
Peeviſh, and very Angry with one another, when 
their Reaſon is deprav'd; and they judge not accord- 
ing to Truth and Evidence, but with Reſpect to 
Perſons; and every one oppoſes what another of a 
different Perſwaſion moves or approves of. 


a © a 


R a «a a 3a 


I need add nothing to ſo flagrant an Example of In- 
ſolence bur this, That while Times are ſuch, thar the 
: Church of England cannot have Juſtice againſt ſuch 
| Uſage as this, her Friends ought to be very wary how 
they bring any Queſtions abour her, be they as clear as 


4 they will, upon the Stage of Diſpure. 

. STR, : 3 

he | F you think the enclos'd Papers will be of any Ser- 
_ vice in the preſent Controverſy, I give them up 
ro; entirely to your Diſpoſal. | 

ral | I am, SIR, 

ni· 

75 | Tours, &c. 
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